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Math – Students tested are very close to completing Chapter 8 and Unit 2. From there we will move on to Unit 3, Numbers to 100 and Addition and Subtraction to 12. This will build upon Number Sense concepts that we have been working on in class. We have recently introduced the idea of related number sentences and fact families. These are the addition and subtraction sentences that can be made out of a set of three numbers. For example, when given the numbers 1, 2, and 3 – you can make 1+2=3, 2+1=3, 3-2=1, 3-1=2. 

Math Facts in a Flash: Several students still have not passed Addition of 0 and 1 on Math Facts. Please have your student practice the flashcards that have been placed in their BEE book. They can also use the Renaissance Home Connect to use Math Facts in a Flash at home. Fact mastery is crucial to success in second and third grade and can really help increase student confidence in math.  
Science- We’ve had a lot of fun in Science lately and were lucky to attend several Virtual Field Trips including a trip to Humboldt Redwoods State park to learn about Redwood trees. We also learned about the salmon life cycle.  Students have begun learning about animals and their needs for survival.  We finished October off learning about bats and spiders. Please ask your students to show of what they know!
Language Arts- We are nearing completion of our Animal unit and will begin the “Things that Go” unit. We just completed reading assessments and I will students are being regrouped for Reading groups based off their current knowledge. IT is so exciting to see their progress throughout the year and we really are off to a strong start. 
Scholastic Book Orders –The November order will come out this week. I will have the first due date be November 17th. I will send another order out once we return from Thanksgiving break in case you’d like to order any holiday gifts. I encourage you to place your orders online as each online order earns one FREE book for our class. 

Recycling- So far I haven’t received much in the way of recycling donations. Last year I was able to purchase most of the supplies for Muffins with Mom and Donuts with Dad from this money. Feel free to send your child with cans or plastic bottles in the mornings. 
Spelling- We are currently practicing some common sight words for spelling. I have given students a spelling inventory assessment that lets me know about their spelling development. Students will be placed in leveled spelling groups when we return from Thanksgiving Break. I firmly believe that it is not fair to give all kids the same spelling list as it is obvious that they do not all have the same educational needs and instead I use a program called Words Their Way to build upon your child’s current spelling knowledge. 
Thanksgiving Program and Feast: We invite all parents to join us for a short Thanksgiving Program and Feast on Friday, November 18th from 12:05-1:15. The students will present then we will enjoy each other’s company with a feast. Please let us know if you would like to help provide food for the feast. 

Conferences and Minimum Days: Just a reminder that we have Parent Teacher Conferences on November 14-November 18th. Students will be released at 1:!5 each day. I will send a confirmation notice home this week letting you know your conference time. 

[image: image1.wmf]

11/11 No School, Veteran’s Day
11/14 Field Trip for AR, Cars 2

11/15 Native American Stories

11/14-11/18 Minimum days, Conferences
11/17 Book Order Due
11/17 Virtual Field Trip: Dogs at Hearst Castle
11/18 ROCK Rally 

(K-2 9:00, 3-5 10:20)
11/18 Thanksgiving Program and Feast 12:05-1:15

11/29 Vision Screening













